
DAY 2 : 29TH OCTOBER, 2021
MAIN STAGE: AGENDA
ALL TIMES ARE IN EST.

Hit the BFUTR Main Stage for panels on trending topics in tech 
and inspiring leadership moments from big names in tech.

Visit the Virtual booths in the 
Exhibit Halls from 11 am - 5 pm EST

2:10 PM -
2:20 PM

Leadership Moment 4
The Future of Telecom:
Using Boldness and
Vision to Set the Pace

Ibrahim Gedeon,  
Chief Technology Officer, Telus

2:20 PM -
3:05 PM

Leadership Panel 4 

The Future is Now:
Exploring Disruptive
Technologies

Technology is evolving, 
and we have to keep up! 
Tools like AI, 5G, and 
robotics are changing 
how we live. As we look 
towards the future of tech, 
we’ll spend this session 
exploring some of the 
coolest technologies 
emerging today.

Keynote:
Jeff Mackintosh, CIO Corporate
technology and Financial crimes
Unit, BMO

Panel:
Sumit Oberai, SVP, Digital, RBC

Leonardo Dionicio, VP -  
Technology Foundation, Sun Life US

Yves Lokossou, Senior Director, 
Software Engineering and API, NBC

Jeff Mackintosh, CIO Corporate
technology and Financial crimes
Unit, BMO

Moderator:

Dinaro LY, Head of innovations and 
Partnerships at Interac Corp

3:05 PM - 3:15 PM BREAK

4:55 PM - 5:00PM CLOSING REMARKS

3:15 PM -
3:25 PM

Branding Black: 
Discovering &
Embracing your
personal Brand

Lavonne Monroe, Head of
Global Recruiting, HPE

3:25 PM -
4:10 PM

Leadership Panel 5 

A Seat at the Table:
Black Women in Tech

Black women are essential 
in the tech space, yet often, 
they get left out of the 
conversation. It’s time to 
change that. Black women 
need more than a seat—it’s 
time to build a whole 
new table. 

In this session, you’ll hear 
from some of the industry’s 
best, and learn how Black 
women are leading the 
future of tech.

Keynote:
Alia Hussey, Senior 
Legal Counsel, Bell Media 
& Bell TV

Panel:
Pennie Santiago, Sr. Director,
Role Design and Execution, RBC

Kalina Bryant, Global Head
of Customer Advocacy and ERG
Leader, Asana  | Founder & Host
at UnapologeTECH

Kumari Williams, 
Head of programs & Operations,
Belonging & Diversity, Workday

Montresa McMillan, SVP,
ITSS Enablement, TD

Lavonne Monroe, Head of 
Global Recruiting, HPE

Moderator:
Jacqueline Jones, 
Head of strategicPartnerships 
D, I&B, Linkedin

4:10 PM -
4:55 PM

Leadership Panel 6 

All About the 
Benjamins:  
Robo-Advisors and
Cryptocurrencies

Cryptocurrency has become
a permanent fixture in the
way cash flows. And now, 
with the addition of 
robo-advisors, how we make
our money and analyze our
market is changing.
In this conversation, we’ll 
look at how technology is 
radically changing how and
what we invest in, and 
ultimately, how we make bank.

Keynote:
Naveen Balakrishnan, 
COO & Head of Investment
banking technology,
TD Securities Technology

Panel:
Antwain Daniels, VP, 
Investment product 
manager, Wells Fargo

Sam Newman-Bremang,
Lead product manager,  
Cash Wealthsimple

Moderator:
Sapna Malhotra 
Vice President, 
Strategic Portfolio Office
Scotiabank

10 AM -
10:15 AM

Welcome Note Nkechi Nwafor Robinson,  AVP, 
Technology solutions, TD ,HOST

Lekan Olawoye, CEO, BPTN

10:15 AM -
10:40 AM

Opening session 
 TD Fireside chat

Bharat Masrani,
Group President & CEO, TD
Bank Group

Lekan Olawoye, CEO, BPTN

10:40 AM -
10:50 AM

Leadership Moment 1:
Making it in the Valley
While Black

Andrew Lindsay, SVP Corporate
& Business development,
Hubspot

10:50 AM -
11:35 AM

Leadership Panel 1 

Designing Diversity:
Building better
products and
UX Design

Product Design is flawed if 
it doesn’t have all users in 
mind. We’ve seen it before
in the tech space—facial 
recognition not working on 
dark skin, voice recognition 
not picking up accents. 

Let’s talk about how having 
a diverse team and making 
diversity top-of-mind means 
you can build products better.

Keynote:
Marilyn Whittingham,
Vice president of experience
design, TWG 

Panel:

Lola Oyelayo-Pearson,
Director of UX, Money &
Channels, Shopify

Lauren Steinberg, SVP,
Loblaw Digital

Moderator:

Suzane Balima, 
Global expansion lead -
Open innovation, Vale

11:35 AM - 11:40 AM BREAK

Leadership Moment 2
Fireside chat

Black  Entrepreneurship,
Capital and the Hustle

Daymond John,
Founder, president &  
CEO of FUBU, Investor on Shark tank

Lekan Olawoye,
CEO, BPTN 

11:40AM -
12:10 PM

12:10 PM -
12:40 PM

Leadership Panel 2

Show Me The Money:
Securing Capital For
Your Startup

Without the resources to set 
it off, an idea is just an idea. 
Learning how to raise capital 
can be daunting, but it’s not 
impossible. In this session 
you’ll get inside details into 
the nuanced strategies used 
to raise capital at each stage 
of your company’s growth 
(seed to all the series).
Let us help you build your 
capital strategy to bring 
your startup to life. 

Panel:

Derrick Raphael, Esq. Managing
Director, Northwestern Mutual
Black gener8tor / Founder
Accelerator

Michelle Way, VP Business 
banking Distribution, CIBC

Fred Kneip, Found and chief 
executive officer, Cyber GRX

Moderator:

Yaa Birago, Co-Founder & CEO,
FemmeBnB Inc

12:40 PM - 1:00 PM LUNCH
1:00 PM -
1:15 PM

Entertainment Act DL Hughley, Comedian, 
The Kings of comedy

1:15 PM -
1:25 PM

Leadership Moment 3
The Change Up:
Transitioning from
Legacy Tech

Bruce Ross, Group Head, 
Technology & Operations, RBC

1:25 PM -
2:10 PM

Leadership Panel 3

If You Stay Ready, 
You Don’t Have To 
Get Ready

In the digital age, those who 
stay ready don’t have to get 
ready. As new technologies 
like Cloud continue to grow in 
importance in an increasingly 
competitive landscape,  
ensure you’re still in the race! 

Join us for a session about the 
expansion of Cloud  
technologies, how it can give 
you a competitive edge, and 
ways you can use Cloud to 
find success.

Keynote:
Georgia Woods, Executive VP
CIO Canada, Canada Life 

Panel:
Richard Linton, AVP Cloud
infrastructure, TD

Alice Thomas, Chief Digital
Technology Officer, Sun Life

Keith Brooks,Director, Technical
Business Development, 
AWS

Georgia Woods, Executive VP
CIO Canada, Canada Life

Moderator:
Aladrian Goods, Senior Content
Designer, Intuit


